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please stand and join me today in paying trib-
ute to the Town of Guadalupe, Arizona, on the
occasion of the 31st Anniversary of its Incor-
poration.

SUPPORT FOR JOHANNA’S LAW
HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
draw attention to a disease affecting women
throughout the United States. According to the
American Cancer Society, ovarian cancer ac-
counts for 3 percent of all cancers among
women and over 22,220 new cases are ex-
pected to be diagnosed this year in the U.S.
Unfortunately, the death rate for this disease
has remained steady in the last 50 years.

| am a proud cosponsor of Johanna’s Law
which would create a national public education
campaign to increase awareness  of
gynecologic cancers, including ovarian cancer.
The legislation will also provide grants to local
and national organizations to increase such
awareness among women and health profes-
sionals. Johanna’s Law is named after Jo-
hanna Silver Gordon who died of ovarian can-
cer in 2000.

It is essential that ovarian cancer, like all
gynecologic cancers, be detected in the ear-
liest stages of the disease because it is more
easily treatable at that time. Unfortunately, as
the cancer progresses, it becomes more dif-
ficult to treat and is generally fatal in later
stages. Johanna’s Law would help women to
recognize their symptoms and encourage reg-
ular check-ups, thereby preventing many of
these cancers from becoming terminal. The
best hope of survival is early detection.

| would like to highlight language in the
FY2006 Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Appropriations bill, which ad-
dresses key goals of Johanna's Law. Specifi-
cally, this report language directs $100,000 for
a national education campaign concerning
gynecologic cancer, with an emphasis on early
detection. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, CDC, and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services’, HHS, Office of
Women’s Health will work together to coordi-
nate these education and outreach efforts.

As a member of the Labor-HHS Sub-
committee, | am proud of this important first
step in helping to educate women and health
care professionals about gynecologic cancer. |
look forward to working with my colleagues to
continue our public education efforts and pass
Johanna’s Law in the 109th Congress.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF JUDGE HILDA
R. GAGE

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, | want to
recognize the extraordinary career and accom-
plishments of the Honorable Hilda R. Gage as
she retires this year. | am honored to recog-
nize her service to Michigan and Oakland
County as Judge of the Michigan Court of Ap-
peals and the Oakland County Circuit Court.
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Judge Gage has long been an influential
woman in both Oakland County and Michigan.
Elected to the Oakland County Circuit Court in
November of 1978, she presided there for
three terms before she was appointed to the
Michigan Court of Appeals by Governor
Engler. She is retiring this year after a com-
bined total of 37 years of service in Michigan
courts.

While presiding, Judge Gage has been hon-
ored by many associations for her exemplary
service. She is widely regarded as a very in-
fluential woman not only in the State of Michi-
gan but nationally as well. In March 2002 she
was recognized by Corp! Magazine as one of
“Michigan’s 95 Most Powerful Women” and
has been honored by the Women’s Bar Asso-
ciation in December, 2000 for her contribu-
tions to the practice of law, improving the legal
system, and her dedication to the community.
Additionally, she was given the Roberts P.
Hudson Award in October 1991, by the State
Bar of Michigan for Outstanding Contributions
to the Bar. This is the highest honor bestowed
by the State Bar.

Judge Gage is also credited with many
“firsts” throughout her judicial career. She was
the first female chairperson of the National
Conference of State Trial Judges in 1986 and
holds the same distinction for the Michigan Ju-
dicial Tenure Commission in 1991. She also
chaired and helped to originate the State Bar
of Michigan Judicial Conference, holding the
chair of that conference from its inception in
1982 through 1984. This conference was the
first organized body in which the circuit, pro-
bate, and district judicial associations meet on
a regular basis. Finally, she was the first re-
cipient of the Award of Judicial Excellence,
given by the National Conference of State
Trial Judges and American Bar Association in
August of 1994.

Judge Hilda Gage has served Oakland
County and the State of Michigan with honor
and pride for the duration of her career and |
am honored to thank her for her commitment
to justice and integrity.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BOARD OF
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION SERV-
ICES, BOCES, MONROE COUNTY,
NY

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Board of Cooperative Edu-
cational Services, BOCES’ 50th anniversary.
Enacted in 1948, New York State Legislature
and the New York State Education Depart-
ment sought a way to offer districts an even
stronger cooperative network. In 1955, school
board members from several eastside Monroe
County school districts petitioned the State
Education Department for a BOCES to serve
their area. On January 5, 1956, Monroe
BOCES was established.

Boards of Cooperative Educational Serv-
ices, or BOCES, are public education collabo-
rative that function as extensions of local
school districts. A BOCES helps school dis-
tricts provide quality programs and services
that are more economical to offer coopera-
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tively, sharing costs with other districts. The
function of a BOCES is to provide shared
services to the component school districts,
providing efficiency, effectiveness and equity
for students.

Monroe BOCES provides support for thou-
sands of individuals, from newborns to adult
students, to help them achieve success and
improve the quality of their lives. BOCES co-
ordinated more than 86 programs and serv-
ices that helped students of diverse back-
grounds and abilities discover their learning
potential in an environment that benefited all
students. More than 5,500 students from the
10 suburban school districts in eastern Mon-
roe County attended BOCES programs.
BOCES also served school districts by helping
their students meet the State learning stand-
ards in specialized areas.

BOCES programs and services provide val-
uable hands-on learning opportunities for stu-
dents that they might not experience other-
wise, opportunities such as career and tech-
nical training, workplace preparation and in-
ternships, as well as a network of services for
transitioning to the workforce.

An organization such as Monroe BOCES
will sustain itself and continue to coordinate in-
novative educational enrichment programs,
from the arts to technology, to help students
reach beyond classroom walls.

It is my honor to recognize and congratulate
Monroe County BOCES on its continued suc-
cess and 50th anniversary.

————

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH MATTHEW
GONDOLA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call your attention to the life and work of an
outstanding individual whom | feel fortunate to
call my friend, Mr. Joseph Matthew Gondola.
He was recognized on Sunday, January 15,
2006, on the occasion of his retirement after
42 years of service to the United States Postal
Service, USPS.

Joseph Gondola is the youngest of seven
children, having five sisters and one brother.
Over the course of his childhood, he over-
came frequent hospitalization, where he re-
ceived treatments for medical ailments ranging
from septic poisoning to the dreaded disease,
polio. Through it all, Joseph persevered and
he did not allow his health problems to pre-
vent him from accomplishing his goals.

Joseph attended Central High School in
Paterson, where he began his academic
growth. This experience was translated effec-
tively to Montclair State College where he re-
ceived his bachelor of science and master of
arts degrees, both cum laude. From that point,
he continued his pursuit in higher learning at
Seton Hall University.

At age 31, Joseph was appointed Clifton
postmaster by  Representative  Charles
Joelson, NJ-8th, making him the youngest
postmaster for that size postal district. Over
the course of his term, he served the USPS
as officer in charge in Jamestown, PA, and
Newark, NJ. He has hosted and chaired many
safety committee meetings in his Clifton office,
and served on several review boards. He is
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very proud that several of his employees have
also become postmasters under his guidance.

Joseph has remained active in NAPUS, pre-
viously serving as president of the New Jersey
Chapter, area vice-president, national legisla-
tive chairman, and postmaster representative.
In 1981, he was elected to a 2-year term as
the national president of NAPUS, a position
that he currently holds. He also serves as
president of the NAPUS Federal Credit Union.
He has served, on numerous committees for
the American Cancer Society, Boy Scouts of
America, and Saint Andrew the Apostle
Church in Clifton, NJ.

Joseph’s tenure at both the USPS and
NAPUS is a testament of his character and a
remarkable story of one person’s belief in the
power of public service. It is only fitting that
Joseph Matthew Gondola be honored for his
commitment to improving the quality of life in
Clifton, and on a national level through the
postal service, in this, the permanent record of
the greatest freely elected body on earth.

Joseph remains happily married to Dorothy,
his wife of 46 years, with whom he has three
children, Mark, Kristen, and Jennifer, and eight
adored grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to recognizing
the efforts of devoted public servants like Mr.
Joseph Matthew Gondola. | ask that you join
the city of Clifton, the employees of the USPS,
Mr. Gondola’s family and friends and me, in
recognizing Joseph Matthew Gondola for his
years of outstanding service to the citizens of
our great Nation.

———

HONORING THE LEGACY OF
CORETTA SCOTT KING

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the passing of a tremendous voice in
the struggle for equality, Coretta Scott King.

Mrs. King was best known as the wife of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., but she was a key ad-
vocate for civil rights in her own right.

Mrs. King was with Dr. King when he re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and
marched by his side in the Selma march.

Following Dr. King’'s assassination in 1968,
Mrs. King championed her husband’s work,
leading the effort to establish a national holi-
day in her husband’s honor, and founding the
Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Non-Violent
Social Change in Atlanta, a center dedicated
to learning and activism.

She worked to keep Dr. King’s dream alive
by keeping his ideology of equality and social
change at the top of our Nation’s agenda. She
became a symbol of her husband’s struggle
for peace and brotherhood, but developed a
voice separate from that of her late husband.
She branched out from issues of race and
was outspoken on a number of international
human rights concerns.

Mrs. King continued her husband’s mission
with a keen sense of devotion. She has kept
his work alive and evolved his mission of
equality to confront new times and new chal-
lenges. We must now work to renew our com-
munity’s commitment to the ideals that Mr.
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and Mrs. King embraced, and ensure that
generations to come never forget the
groundbreaking contributions of these two leg-
ends.

———

A TRIBUTE TO FLORENCE
GERTRUDE BAKER

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th birthday of Florence Ger-
trude Baker of Collingswood, New Jersey. A
dedicated kindergarten teacher for 46 years,
Ms. Baker has served my community well
throughout her lifetime.

During World War 1l, Ms. Baker organized
and served as Co-Chair of the Collingswood
Veterans’ Service Council. As Chair, she orga-
nized military wives in Collingswood and
helped to provide them with many beneficial
programs. During that time, she began a life-
long commitment to service through the Red
Cross. Ms. Baker served as a Red Cross Gray
Lady and spent numerous hours at Fort Dix
and Walson Army Hospital. Additionally, she
was a Red Cross Canteen worker and over
the years has chaired many successful Red
Cross Blood Drives. These are just a few of
the many charitable works to which she has
devoted her time and energy.

| stand here today to commend Ms. Baker,
as so many other groups have before. She
has educated our children, cared for our
wounded, and been a shining example of civic
responsibility and dedication. Happy Birthday,
Ms. Baker, and thank you for your decades of
generosity and service.

———

ELMONT MEMORIAL JUNIOR-SEN-

IOR HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVING
THE DISPELLING THE MYTH
AWARD

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to announce that on November 3, 2005,
Elmont Memorial Junior-Senior High School,
which is in my district, was honored with the
Dispelling the Myth Award at the Education
Trust National Conference.

Elmont Memorial is one of five schools rec-
ognized for “dispelling the myth” that poor and
minority children cannot learn to high levels.
At Elmont, 75 percent of the students are Afri-
can American, 12 percent Latino, and 24 per-
cent are low income. Most ninth-graders be-
come seniors and almost every senior grad-
uates, with a majority going on to attend 4-
year colleges. In 2004, Elmont had the Na-
tion’s highest number of African-American stu-
dents who received college credit on the Ad-
vanced Placement World History exam.

The success at Elmont Memorial is due in
no small part to its staff. Former principal, Al
Harper, who is now the superintendent of the
Elmont Union Free School District, has said
“Because a child is poor doesn’t mean he
can’t learn.” With the high standards set at
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Elmont, Principal John Capozzi takes pains to
ensure teachers are carefully selected, and
teachers are forewarned about the intense ex-
pectation at the school. Teachers at Elmont
Memorial are considered to be part of a larger
enterprise with a lot of support and encour-
agement, not punishment. EImont Memorial’s
staff takes a coherent approach to both in-
struction and the building of personal relation-
ships among adults and students which has
led to high achievement.

In addition to former Principal Harper, and
Principal Capozzi, Elmont Memorial boasts
many other superb staff members including:
Alicia Calabrese, English chairperson; Karen
Dunkley, social studies teacher; Russell
Marino, math teacher; Baytoram Ramharack,
social studies chairperson; Wendy Tague,
English teacher; Chris Yee, art and technology
chairperson. Elmont also has a hardworking,
driven and determined student body. Many
students are in the school building long after
classes end, as part of clubs, sports, or get-
ting help from teachers.

Elmont Memorial’s success can be attrib-
uted to school system unity, a supportive
school board and superintendent, teachers,
administrative staff and the students them-
selves. Mr. Speaker, it is with pride and admi-
ration | offer my congratulations to Elmont Me-
morial.

———

TRIBUTE TO CORETTA SCOTT
KING

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2006

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, “Struggle is a
never ending process. Freedom is never really
won—you earn it and win it in every genera-
tion.”—Coretta Scott King

Coretta Scott King not only spoke those
words, she lived them. Today, America
mourns her passing at age 78, and we cele-
brate her remarkable life.

So many images of Mrs. King’s life are
etched on the American canvas, and we recall
them on this day.

Her exuberance as she marched alongside
Dr. King, JOHN LEWIS, Ralph Abernathy, and
Andrew Young through the 1950’s and 1960’s
South, blazing new paths of hope for the
disenfranchised.

Her joy as she called upon her New Eng-
land Conservatory of Music training to orga-
nize Freedom Concerts across the country
raising money for the movement.

Her grace in the depths of sorrow as she
comforted her four young children at Dr.
King’s funeral in 1968.

Her steadfast commitment to justice as she
opened the King Center for Nonviolent Social
Change in Atlanta in 1969 and continued to
speak out against injustice everywhere.

And her beaming smile as she watched
President Reagan sign into law the 1983 bill
establishing the third Monday in January as a
Federal holiday honoring her husband.

What would have shattered many others in-
stead became a source of strength for Mrs.
King. Throughout the nearly 4 decades that
followed Dr. King’s assassination, this daugh-
ter of the segregated South continued to carry
the mantle of nonviolent social change, ad-
dressing students and activists, writing books,
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